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An Ethnographic Study on the Food System of Regional Branded Agricultural Products
—Examining the Behavioral Principles of people involved in the food system
supporting regional branded agricultural products

through the Case of "Olive-fed Beef" in Kagawa—
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<Abstract>

This study aims to reveal the non-economic behavioral principles underlying the emergence
and sustainability of regional branded agricultural products. Such products are produced by small-
scale farmers leveraging local characteristics to counter capital-intensive large-scale agriculture.
This study focuses on behavioral principles of people involved in the entire food system, from
production and distribution to sales and consumption.

One previous research suggests that distributors' actions that prioritize public interest and
mutual support among businesses based on their desire to support local agricultural products,
rather than the pursuit of personal profit, contribute to its stable distribution. Another one says
that partnerships between raw material producers and processing businesses are driven by human
relationships and interest in business activities. These studies hint at the inclusion of non-
economic rationality in the behavioral principles of people involved in the food system supporting
regional branded agricultural products. However, empirical evidence remains scarce and specific
principles have not been fully revealed.

Therefore, this study conducts ethnographic research to specifically describe the non-economic
behavioral principles of people supporting regional branded agricultural products, focusing on the
case of "Olive-fed Beef" in Kagawa, Japan.

Fieldwork involving semi-structured interviews with informants in the food system revealed
two processes: how people come to act within the food system and how the food system evolves
over time. In the former process, interactions between “stimuli”, such as external environment
and the Olive-fed Beef, and “personal characteristics”, such as affiliation and mental functions,
result in “occupational or personal behaviors”. Particularly, the behavioral principles entails:
emotions towards producers, support for producers, altruism, beliefs, and the emotional impact

of taste. They are subjective and varied. In the latter process, a certain producer successfully bred



the Olive-fed Beef, involving other producers in the development. After that, it began to spread
to wholesalers, processors, restaurants, consumers, and local governments.

These results suggest that the behavioral principles of people involved in the food system of
regional brand agricultural products include not only economic rationality, but also a wide variety
of intelligence, emotion, and will. It is indicated that such "mental functions" contribute to the
emergence and sustainability of regional brand agricultural products. Moreover, such principles
contribute to the dynamism within the food system and the establishment of new stable
relationships across production, distribution, sales, and consumption, thereby ensuring the
sustainability of regional brand agricultural products.

Nevertheless, this study is difficult to generalize. Future research calls for further accumulation

of ethnographic studies.
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